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Deadc;.--Thp.re Wflrfl54 tvpoq of glass beads fOHnd at Ta-I.
Thp si7e and shape of· all thp types are shown in Plate 13. The
beads were described, classifierl, named , anrl type-numbered in the
COUIl'leof th= present studv , Th is job involved applying to b eads ,
with some adaptationq, the accepted procedure used in the South-
east for typing pottery. The first ,vord of the name is geographi-
cal and <lenotes a locality where the type occurs. The other
words are de scr tpt Ive and indicate the color and shape of the
bead. . Figure 3, Chapter V, gives the name and type number of
the beadR.

Bottle (Plat.e 10 A & D) .--It is dark 1J1ue glass, showing
irideRcent from age. The bottom of the bottle had been pressed
in to form the char ac ter ist ic "flinch bottom, n a practice common
among manufacturers of containers which we re used for wine or
other spirits traded with the Indinas. The "pinch bottom" gave
the illusion that the- . vo lume of the container wasgre<'1ter than
W<'1Sactually the case. This indentation, howevPT, was produced as
a resu lt of the hand-blowing method of manurnc tur e in which the
iron pontile rod was fixed to thp base during forming.
Metal Objects

Met;11 object" found at Ta-l were of iron, brass, silver, and
lead. They have been dpscribed anrl cla"sified under letter tvpes.
as follows:

~:uqket Ball Tvpe A (Pl<1tp.XII E 4 So 5) .--It wa.s of lead and
sphe r ica I in shap> , Thp surface had undergone heavy oxidation.
fiidges on the ball Lnd ica te tho t it had been made by casting.

Brass BM tnn Type D (Plate XII G 3) .--It was in conical
shapp in halves. Thp back half, containing th~ eye, being attach-
ed to thp front half with a smaII ov= rIapni ng cr Imperl flange.
Thp decor-at ion i>!conf inr-d to (hp front con» anrlconsist>! of con-
centric bnnnq of 6lJ1bo"Redhachurps.

§trap Kpeppr Tvpe q (Plnte XII D 2).--This specimpn con~ist9
of oval links of bra",!=,placed cIo"'e .to~ether on the leathpr strap
npar th<> bnckle. The end of the str<'p, after it was bucklf'd, was
secured in th is ova I link l{fll'!pe!".

Bracelet Type D (Platl'!XII F 5).--This bracelet waR rormpd
- 44 -
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of light wei~ht brass w ire which was cut and bent to conform to
the sharp or the wrist.

Buckles Type E (Plate XII D 1. 3 & 4 ).--These were made of
brass. and in some cases parts of the leather strap were. preserv-
ed threaded through the buckle.

Brass Kettle Type G.--Several pi-eces of this vessel were
found which indicated a container approximately 25 cm. in dia-
meter and-18 cm. deep. Two "eye-type" receivers for engaging the
handle were welded on and projected above the rim.

Brass Conical D<lngh~sTyJ?f'H. (Plate XII F 4) .--Thf'sedangLes
appear to have been made by the Ind ian , .htmselr, from scrap
pieces of brass obtained from the trader. or possibly salvaged
from other unserviceable btass objects.

Iron Dangle Type! (Plate XII G 4) .--A very small conical-
shaped thin iron with a small loop at the apex for attachment.
probably the typl"u5';edas an ornament for infants.

"Hawk Bell" Button Tvpe J (Plate XII G l).--This ~iny brasz
bell is only 1.3 cm..in diameter. It is true "hawk bell" type.
Only the small and light bells should be called "hawk bells".
since the name is derived from the early falconry custom in
Europe of fastening tiny bells on the legs of the hawk. Strips
of light leather with bells attached are fitted to the legs of
the hawk to help locate the bi,rdwherever it might alight.

Iron Hoe Type M (Plate XI! C 1 & 2) .--Thi!'!mattock-type hoe
has a wide blade anrla round "eye".

Iron Axe TYpe N (Plnte XII C 4).--This axe has the same
type "eye" as the hoe in Type M.

Silver Ring and Droplet Type 0 (Plate XII F 2).--This ring
was probably used as an ear ornament. It was found near the
right ear in Burial Numbpr 1.

Brass Read Type P (Plate XII F 3) .--This specimen was pro-
bably manuf'ac'tured by an Inrlian f'rom sheet brass. since it is of
the !'lamptype made of sheets of n~tivfl cooper that is found in
aboriginal sites.

"Redding" Bell Tvpe Q (Plate XII F l).--ThiA large heavy
braas spherIoa.Ibell is 3.9 cm. in diameter. It is made bv "weld-

r:
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CUI') flinte; m~Hle!rr Inriinnc::.--DT.Arthur 1.'0odwaTd, who ex-
amined the f1in t s , th inks t ha t thpy are not of the type manut ac-
tur ed in England and France f or t rade with the Indians. The Euro-
pean gun flints. accordinl; to him. wp.re mnde by first forming a
long thin blank of flint with bpvPlpd edgec::ami then striking off
from th t s blank the ind tv Idua l gun flints with vpry little secon-
dary chipning. Thus , t h= Eur op=an gun flint would have a dis-
tinct r ec tangu lar shape with a flat qirle and a ridgerl side. In
addition to the m=t hod of manuf ac tur e , the European gun ·flints
differed in the material used. WoodwClrd ~aye; that thp matprial
used at the Brandon F'I int Works in Eng Iand was usua.lIv black
flint and th::lt uRed bv the Frpnch had a waxv-type lustre. The
gun flints found at Ta-l rlo nnt fit thp above descriptions for
e i t he r m= tbod of ma nuf'actur e or t he ma t er ial used ,

The flints cannot be dated excppt to say tilnt thpy were his-
toric tmpr ov isa t ton= by Indiane; of Eur-opean f ltn ts , Presumably

-
by the time thpy were in use. dwellers Clt Ta-l were already suf-
ficipntlv dependent on firparms to indllce thprrlto invent n home-
rnndp substitute for a part of thf'ir new wpapons thnt required
ppriodic rpplacempnt.
-~....Shpll hearl8.--BeClrlRof t h is type made from the columella of
the conch shell are found in ev= rv hor i70n from the Archaic
through the Late Hi",toric and orfpr no help in dating thp site.

Flint projectile points.--The time period for thpse points
is indeterminant.

Bonp implpmentR.--The typps from Ta-l make very poor time
marke rs and like the columella she Ll bead s have been found in
every hori70n frnmthp Archaic through thp Late Historic.

Steatite veqRel fragmpnt",.--The presence of steatite vessel
frClgmpntq in thp Rite cOllld indicnte a brief early occupation of
the site by peoplps or Archaic time. from 6500 B. C. to 1500 B. C.

Takpn togpthAr the Indian matprials point to a time span of
from 1Clte seventeenth century to parlv pighteenth cpntury. This

2 Intervipw
ArcheOIOgYt La",
Augll"'t6. 957.

wi th Dr. Arthur Woodward. Cur a.tor Emeritus of
Angelp", County ~fu"'Aum.La", Anlfles. California.
Waqhingtnn. D. C.
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dome de~ign which occur!';on furniture and hardwarfl during the
QUl:'enAnne Per iod (1702-1714) is ana l ogous to th» des igns occur-
ring on thf> brass but tong (Type"! n, Bb and CC). The brass button
with g l a ss inlny top (Type S) hns bepn pl acetl by Woodward in a
period from 1780 on into the early nineteenth century.

The silver ring and droplet (Type 0) wa"l identified by '.fat-
kins as belonging to the eighteenth century or earlipr. Accord-
ing to Watkins, drops wpre popular ae:;early as the seventeenth
century, but it ie:; not unusual for objPcte:; of this type to be
handed r1qwn from one ~enf:'ration to anothpr.

The Rending bra"s hell (TyPf> ~), in Watkin's opinion, could

I
I

I
I
i

I
I

I
I

I
I

I
I
I

be early eighteenth century. The decoration which occurs on the
bell cnn also be found on silvl:'rwhich dates back to the seven-
teenth century.

Glass beads.--The time pPTiod for the site based on the
analysie:; of the glass beads is bracketed somf>~here between 1600

and 1825. These dates were es tab l!shed by classifying all the
beads fonnd on the site--those from =ur f'ace collections, burials,
featuree:;, and other excavation!';. In some instances, a type may
be repree:;ented by hundreds of 'lpecimpns, and in other instances
by only a single snecirnf:''l. Figure 3 give~ Cl - li~t of the bead
types wi th their da tes of occur rence and other par t ineu t r ema rks ,

Trade objects associ~ted with burials.--All the trnde mnt-
erial found in bur ia ls has been listed on t h- accompanying chart.
The earliest limiting date ha s be en estnb lished from the chart.
It ie:;obvioue:; in an association of objpct'l in the same grave that
the object manufactured at thp latest date would establish the
ear Li est time limi t in 'whieh th» bur ia.I coul d have been made. In
other words, th~ body in a given burial pit could not havfl been
intflrred prior to the date on which the late::;tobject,; accompany-
ing thp burial werp manufactured even though "older" Objects
might be present in the same grave. Some of the ear lLest bead
types, thp decahedrals, could' have been pa ssed down frem one gen-

era.tion to another. The olde r tvp= s , in fact, gr-neraHy show ex-

treme wear on the ir edg(~'lwhpre thpy had rubbed aga Ins t oth=r s on
thfl qamf:'strin~; and, in a few inRtancee:;, older.bpadFl were fmlnd
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5
on the saliie"8tring" with beads which have been dated at a much
later timp period. Thpre is also the posgibility of cIder type
beads enterin~ trarlp channels at a later date than when they were
manufactured. Accor d ing to Woodward. large casks of beads made
in Italv for tradp. with the Amprican Indians during the seven-
teenth and eighteenth cpnturi~3 are still stored in Italy. Ob-

,. viollsly. some or the earlIer types could have tr Lck led into Eur o-
Indian commerce evpn during the later stages or the activity.

Figure 4 show8 the trade material associated with the ten-
burials (Burials '{umbers 8 and 10 had no accompanying artifacts).
It will be noted that the earliest limiting rlata for anyone of
the ten burials is 1700 A. D.

The essential inf()rmation abRtracted from Figure 4 is a.s !01-
low8:

Burials Date
9 1700
4 1730

2.3.5 1750
1.6 1760
7.11.l2 1775

The above shows that of the ten burials. eight have the
earliest limi tine; date ranging from 1750 to 1775.

The dates from the historic materials. especially those cri-
tical itemq that give earliest possible dateq to the burials. con-
firm thfl.general time placement indicated by the Indian materials.
But thp historic items give morfl precise results ann set the occu-
pancv of Ta-l within a narrower t Ime range. Thp burials concen-
trate between 1750 and 1775. The other evirlence would seem to ex-
tend the occupancy from 1700 to 1825.

5
The strin~i of conTRe. hfld long rlecay~d. but it!'! formAr pre-

sence could e~Rl y be inferred in an undistur hed buria.l.
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TypeNo. Type Name Date Remarks

Ien
-J
I

I.2.
3.
4.5.
6.
7.

Childer9burg White Oval
Ceor g Ia White Cylindrical
Alabama White Seed
Childersburg Black Oval
Chilciersburg Opalescent Ptnk
Chil~erRburg White Flat-Oval
Talladega White Intaglio Oval
Georgia Translucent Blue Cylindrical
Geor~ia Black Cylindrical
'l'al lrulogu Gold In lny FIn t-Oval

Oval

8.
9.
10.

ll.
12.
13.14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.

Childersburg 'I'rana lucen t White PIano-Convex
Alabama Black Seed
Childp-rsbur~ WIlite-on-Green Teardrop
Georgia MilK Spherical
Georgia Milk Oval
Talladega Translucent Milk Pentagonal
Ch iLde rsbur g Black Spher Lca l
(Probably an p-roded type 17)
Tallasseehatchee Transparent Decahedral

20. Fort Moore Transparent Nodular

21.
'1'1......J.
t"\''\..'~,.

Childersburg Trnn91ucent Green Spherical
Chilrt~rRbuT~ Small Milk rl.no-Convpx
T~\l \a~~\'\'tml('\\l'\' Tr:\l\~hll't'l\t \1'11011' FlattEc'uE'd

TnllnAAcrhntchpc Trnn~lucent Blue n~cahedr!\l

1760-70
1750 plus
Indet.
1760
1700-1800
1700-1800
'1775-1800
1775-1-825
l7S0-l825
1700-1800
1760-1800
Indet.
1775-1800
1700-1800
1700-1800
ca , 1755
T150

1600

1730-1760

1775-1800
1760-1800
17l1l-1S

1600·,1700

Occurs also in black
False wampum also in white, dack ,
pur p le , or blue
Smaller seed beads came in seven-
teenth cen.; requ ired spec ia.l
needle
Made round and then flattened
while still plastic
Traders' "Fancv bead s" inlaid "i th
gla8R of dit!erent co lor
Bugle bAnd (clear) not opaque like
W:lDlpUm, 80metimcR very long
"F~ncy band~ later types color not
imheddecL but only in surface slip
Not time indicator comes in early,
lasts up to present time
Variant of No. 7
Varies in size
Called "pigeon eggs" in trade
Type sample shows wear on side in-
dicating long URe
Could be style of De Soto's time.
Faceted by hand pressing not
grinding. Found on seventeenth
century sites in Mexico,New Mexi-
co, Florida.. Ground facets came
later
"Bunch of Grapes" fonnd at Fort
Moore and Tukabahchee , also in
purple
Variant in s lze of type 11
~i~ht be flattened fr ~ eltre~e
~e?r from t~pe 26Faceted same as No.19-color variant



Type Type Name
No.

J)ate Remarks

•(J1
00

, .

2S. Alabama White barrel
2G. Tallas!'1eehatchee'l'ransluoen t Yellow Spherical27. Alab~ma White Spherical28 •. Ch i lrter suurg Black Barrel
29. Ch i Irlersburg Tr ans lnoen t Green Ova.I
30. Fort Moore Trnn'311lcentWhite Striped Barrel
31.
32.
:33.34.35.36.37.38.
39.

Alabama Translucent Ulue SeedColumella of Conch ShellAlabama Tur!:loiReSeed
Fort Moor e "hite Striped Spher IoalAlabama Opaque Duff SeedTallaRseehatchee Translucent Ambp.r DecahedralTallculeg,lWhite-Yellow InlavChild'ersburg 'l'r anspar ent Spherical
'l'a lladega Blue on White Oval

LlO.41.
42.43.
44.
45.46.

ChildersbiJrg TranHT'arent OvalChildersburg White Elongate OvalChildersDurg Medium Bl ack SphericalChildersburg Opaque Blue OvalChildersburg Opa.que Bllle SphAricalChildersbur, Opaque Buff OvalCarnnline d aleppo Hed and Green Darrel

4'7.
48.
49.50.51.
52.53.54.55.

Childersburg Opaque Light Rlue OvalCalifornia ~mall Duff "valChilrlersburg 'l'r ans lucen t Dark Bll1e Ova IChildersburg Black Rounded Cvlmdr Ioa.ITnllasReehntchee 'l'ranRparent'DecahedralSamp as tvpe 1)
Alrine 'I'rnns lucent Blue SeedTa ..lndega Angnlar TeardropPla ins Large White Seed

Fig. 3 --Bead ty}'mswith approximnte d{ltes
(da.te s determined by Woodwa.rd)

Inde t.17()()plus
Indet.Indet.
1775-1825
l700-1800
Indet.Indet.Indet.1700-1800Inrlet.1600-17001700-17501775-18001600-1800

1775-18001775-1800ca. I-iS/)Indp,t.
Inde t ,1775-1825168F>-1825

Inrlet.1700-18001775-18()0Inrlet.1700
Indet.17501800

Sten 1ar~er than seed bead

May be same as No.]7 with wear onsideRAlso in dark blue, crystal, amber,topa?:"GooReberry" bead from Fort Moore,Ga. 1740·s'.
Aboriginal manufacture
Variant of No. 30"Gooseberry"type
PecoR in New UexicoLarge bearls tend to be earlier
Inlay ranges fAd-blue and whitestripeR; spiral to straight lines •PRemia types made in 19th centurySame as no. 38Va.riant in !llue
Probably variation in si?:e

Range New Yorl{ through South, varieein si7e from Reet' to 1/2 incn. At
Ocmul gee 'I'r ad mg Post.Probnbly same as No. 41Southern Cal ifornia and New MexicoCalor variant of No. 41
Faceted, iridescent from age

On Plains ca. 1820-30·e called PonyTrader because traders came in onhorAes



BUR IALS D~tes TyPP. No. TYPE N..u~

I
:)1
CD
I

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 9 11 12
x x x X· x Indet. 3 Al~b~Ma White Seed
<X' x 1760 <1 Cb t Idersbura Whi te Oval

x x x Inda t . 25 Alabama White n~rrel
x x x 1700-1800 30 Ft. ~ooTe TranR1ucent White Striped Barrel
(i) 1750 17 ChildprsbuT" Black Suhprical

x 1700-1800 34 Ft. MOOTf:~ Wh ite Str iped Snhe rioa1
G x 1750 2 Georaia White Cylindrical

x x x 1600-1700 36 TallasBeehatchee TranRlucpnt Ambpr Decahedral
x x Indet. 12 Alabama Bla.cl<Seed
x Indet. 28 Childershurg Black Uarrel
x Indet. 31 Alabama TranRlucent Dlue Seed
Gl 1760-1780 52 Ch f ldersbura White Ova.I

(X) 1775-1800 21 Childersbur" TranRlucent Green Sphprical
x 1700 51 Tal1aRseehatchee TranRparent Decahedral-.

(i; 1700-1800 14 Georgia ~(ilkSphprical
G' 1700-1800 15 Georgia Mi lk Oval

I

x 1760-1770 1 Childersburg White Oval
ex: <Xl 177S-1825 8 Ceoru ia Translucent Blue Cylindrical

(Xl 1775-1800 7 Talladeaa White Inta"lio Ova.l
I x Inrtet. 53 A1pinp Translucent BllleSeed

,



r.HAPl'v.n VII

Sill:lIARYAN]) CONCLUSIONS

Thi~ investig~tion bpgan a~ an effort to rletprmine if a site
selected by the De Soto Comm isa ion as the location of COOSA rea I>

ly was the 8ite of the community by that ll(lmevisitpd by De Soto
in 1540. In working toward an anawe r , h Lst or tca l refprences to
COOSA were reviewed. Then, COOSA W;le: placed in archeological per-
spective. Thi~ was necessary Rince the community cam.;>into his-

-tory only at the moment of ne Soto's brief stay. The initial his-
torical records were hiq p~rty's scantily written reports. Arche-
ology, drawing on a baclcground of data on the prehistory of the
Southeast, seemed to afford the sole approach to the queqtion as

.to whether any designated spot could have been the place where
COOSA was situated.

The location of COOSA. i. e., the location decided on by the
De Soto Corr~ission, was given the archeological label of Ta-I.
The site was excavated. Th~ collection!'! and records of thp dig
were SUbjected to the usual archeological description and classi-
fication.

The next step was to use the materials from Ta-1 to determine
as closely as possible thA period of occupancy of the site. Noth-
ing in the cultural remain~ resl"mhled in any clear a.nd convincing
way the cllltuT<ll remains that COOSA, existing in 1540. would he
expected to have left. The expected remaIns were inferred from
archeological research in the Southeast at ~ites th:lt bracket
1540.

To make the answer more definite, the -dating of the Ta-l
findings wa<: undertaken. Many Ind ian items were imleterminate as
to time. but gun flints and a pottery mpe were ht stor Ic while
pottery and some architectural remains linked Ta-l with Ocmnlgee
Fields. an historic ~ite in Georgia da.ted from 1685 to 1716.

Honest success in dating Objects of European origin indicat-
ed a somevha t later t Ime and appar en t Iy fixed the period of occu-
pation more precisely. The evidence suggests 1700 to 1825, with
1750-1775 being the span during which mORt of the burials occur-
red.
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The Ind Ians who lived at Ta-l wer e not only historic; they
seem to have br-en both Colonial anrl pos t-Tnder=ndence ,

Could Ta-l have b=en Coosa? The ev Idence clearly sugges ta .
that the si te or the commun itv De Soto v ia ited is somewhere eh:e.-
Of the alterna t Ive answer s m=n t.Loned in Chapter I, "probably not"
is the a.nswer the thpqis giveR.

The f Lnd Ing« of the thpsis have a number of implications
that go beyond the original qnestion. The IlcKpe Iqland remains,
on the basi!'lof pot.terv comp;)ri~ons with Ta-I, are a good deal
Inter than has been Rupposed. Th(> Ocmulgee Fields pottery types
probably pre~isted for several deca.des after 1716 wh('n the Trad-
ing Post ancl the village connected with it were abandoned. The
dated Europpan items qhonld aid other archpologist"! who have oc-
casion to dig hiqtoric sites or dig through historic levels in
prehistoric sites.

It may be noted that the writer and other archeologists who
have tended to a c::c::urneMcKee Island sherds were~. 1540 have, in
a sense, been u!'lingconclu8ions of hi"!torians tomte their find-
ingq •. This led them to di8count the mpaning usually attached to
technical simihlrities such as that between the McKee Island and
OCTIlulgeeFields Trading Post material8.

For historians and etbno-b Lst.orIans who under take to locate
communities along the routes of the f>arlip",tEur one an explorers,
the point appears to be plain. Unle~s the historical records are
quite complete and quite explicit, archeological ehecks are prob-
ably called for before final d ec isions are made. If Ta-l is not
COOSA, as the archeological data suggPc::ts, iR McKee Island the
TALl of De Sota? Much digging, much analysis, much dating will
have to be done bp-fore the travpl!'land Rtorq of explorers can be
traced 'Id th some thmg approaching cer tnintv ,
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