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Center and"co-donor of
tthe Mnseums Rock Toundabon
“Collection of important Iroquons
‘material, continues our series on
'Iroquois artifacts.

- When Columbus set sail for In-
dla and accidentally found the
New World in 1492, Murano, Ita-
lys was the glass center of the
world. Many of . these glass
laborers - were  prisoners con-
scnpted for the job with the pro-
‘mise of future freedom. This
:monopoly in glass manufacture
llasted for several generations with
families jealously guarding secret
formulas and techniques. -

“Other areas in the world, in-
(cludmg Jamestown, Virginia,
tried vainly to compete in making
}glass beads for the indlan trade.

‘ By the early 1600'&;, the Dutch
| were trading all over the world
‘and they wanted to increase pro-
(fits by setting up their own glass
'factories. They did this by entic-
‘ing some of the Italian craftsmen,
ul;:%%r ;rook, to come to
ol d help the Du
rted in the are{ aroummste(-
Ram: These Dutch beads, a]ong
with those from Murano, were
traded all over the world,
especially in the New World, the
Dutch East Indies, and Africa.
. After the Dutch success, glass
;manufacturing spread to China
and Czechoslovakia. (Most of
‘these areas still are actively pro-
'tducmg glass today )

Early Manufatunng Methods
"'faﬂ‘;t‘aigsfhdf “were_ madeg
vasically by two" /dnﬂerent
anufact?rt:gre:hm ues.

- The most common was t}le cane
£~method ‘Rods or cans of dif-
‘ferent colored glass were [used
Ftogether o make Tayere& ‘or’
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" CHEVRON or “star” glass trade
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HAND-PAINTED CERAMIC trade beads from Livingston Co., N.Y.
Early Historic stage, ca. A.D. 1550-1575. (All photographs are from the
Rock Foundation Collection at the Rochester Museum and Science
Center, Rochester, N.Y.) = 1 _

POLYCHROME round cane glass trade beads from Ontano Co., N. Y
Early Historic stage, ca. A.D.-1590-1615. =
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necklace with giant chevron bead
from Livingston Co., N.Y. Early Historic stage, ca. A.D. 1590-1615.
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nto a long thin tube "These tubes
Evere ther broken -or cut ‘into sec-;
ions to make tubular beads of the
desnred length. “If- round “beads

were required, the sﬁlﬂ!ot tubnhr’»
'b{ga;dq}g‘efg}@h;bf“ a;drum of

Do e D o W
of the bead's hole‘Belngdetennm-
]:y the dxame’te[ of the nail rod
and the size of tb?Buﬁy the
'number of ‘windings® ~of " glass
taround the rod. The shape of
‘these beads could be altered by
pressing in an iron mold or by
hand-shaping them with a flat
tool. These beads are known as
suplialume or more picturesquely
as wire-wound beads. .
The final product of both these

: different methods of manufacture

‘could be enhanced by skilled
craftsmen by altering their shape
during manufacturing or by hand
painting or appliqueing a design
in glass and by pressing in colored
bits of glass. This last method pro-
duced a design called a “flush-eye”
because of its resemblance to an
eye A3 ~w‘\-r‘ ;: % (;\"’*

(_ The variety of bead desngn was
‘nearly end Q”‘gty] 7and fads!
were numerous and changed con-
stantly even as they do today. —

Every boat setting out from
European ports to explore or trade
with primitive people around the
‘world carried its cargo of trade

¢ 7
v'vere—ea§y‘to Store and Tra nsport .
and were hungrily snapped up by

primitive
world.

! New World Arrival

people. around the

E ‘Atlantic Coast Indians were
§ﬁrst to receive these valued and
_pretty beads which were exchang-
ied for food and animal furs. These
fcoastal Indians in turn, acting as
imiddle men, traded a few beads to

Between “1525 and 1550, the

t few glass beads. had been
Etraded from hand to hand and
finally reached the- Seneca . in
‘m estem Ngw York Staha-lmaggne

asr =
splayed 17;" a rétummgﬂnarg_lor,
unter, or traveler. <= = . a1

RED AND BLUE TUBULAR glass cane beads from Livingston Co.,
N.Y. Mlddle Hxstonc - stage, ca. A.D. 1645-1660. -
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YELLOW GI.ASS’ ‘corn” canebje%‘a necld'ace aom‘u gston Y3
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Middle Historic stage, ca. A.D. 1645-1660.

. - These first trade beads acquired
‘by the Seneca were so scarce and
‘valuable that the finest necklaces
‘of the time might contain only
"half a dozen or less of the glass
beads strung along with native-
made bone or shell beads.
FL-"‘”‘ early . trade beads we
bl’i omlnantly of. the_caneﬁlype
ound blue glass'beadsavere the'
‘most common. A “few f-exouc
i varieties were among the early
ftrade beads. These included round
fwhite and blue "flush-gyes," large
tubular vanehes blg'g, green an&

_ These first few beads and other
‘trade items" completely changed.
the Senecas’ way " of life.
Diplomacy and wars of conquest
iwere fostered by the ‘desire and
‘need to acquire or cortrol better:
hunting grounds, and to make a
idirect . contact. with.the European

ders’ along the Aflantic Coa

ndeed, it “may: have been thi
Ppark that generated the'l.eague of
‘the Iroquois and set the course of

Hstory in the New Wo:ld wt; T =

han i ! . <,
1 e Dutch became ma]ornpp
‘beads.” The volume «of glass'
trade beads increased rapidly and




‘by 1590 to 1600; the Seneca were
&acqumng thousands?of “beads, |
‘many in the form_ of complete’
fnecklaces Up_to_ 1600 or 1620,
racticallyallof tf\esebead_ s.came

" most beautiful beadsacquued by |
Ethe Seneca.- These were ‘cane |
“beads, predommantly round in
- shape and multicolored.
" These striped polych;ome types
included the red, white, and blue
. chevron or “star” bead-the most
‘fabulous and popular bead ever
.made. In cross section, the
‘chevron bead ‘is star-shaped in
“design. The ends of the bead were
Joften ground down to.show this
star effect. The size of the chevron
bead graded from pea to marble
“size and very rarely was produced
in a giant size, two inches in
length and diameter.
. The chevron or “star bead” was
produced and traded to the
Seneca from 1590 to 1620 after
iwhich it disappeared from trade.
t was later traded to Africa-in a
eaper\gversnon and was _produc-,
right up to modern times. The
later chevron beads had ‘an opa-
que white core with -five alter-
nating layers of different colored
glass. The earlier chevrons had a
clear glass core and seven layers
jof glass. . g .

bufar cane”beads of ;é and blue;
‘color.  Polychrome varieties “of
these tubular beads became in-
creasingly dominant from 1635 to
1670. Many Dutch-made beads
were included . in this period,
‘especnally ~ marble-sized found
‘polychrome cane beads. One
fascinating bead of this period
‘was the-corn bead, copied from
'lndlan maize by the glass craft-
‘smen and ‘traded back to the

Seneca

~. et ¢
From 1670 to 1700 bead styles
and shapes changed “again.
Tubular cane beads were replaced

"by round pea-sxze e solid_ red -or,

TUBULAR CANE “bugle” glass bead necklace from Monroe Co., N.Y.

_Middle Historic stage, ca. A.D. 1660-1675.
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‘ ROUND CANE WITH SPIRAL STRIPE "Roman glass bead necldaoe

from Monroe Co., N Y V_Mldd!e ﬁl;tong stage, ¢ ca A D. 1660-1675

>

BELFT-WARE pendants mademmroien Dutch cFma ware from Liv-
ingston Co., N.Y. Middle Historic snge, ca A. D 1645-1660.
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‘mold to g:v hém ‘a faceted ap-
Pearance. s I

F . One of the rarest beads used in
the Indian trade was a blue wire-
‘wound bead that had been flatten-
‘'ed and hand painted in white‘
paint with' a2 “man in the moon”
and star design. A few short
:neckaces of these beads were ac-
‘quired _ _by the Seneca around
11720.

By -1750, these Dutch-made
round wire-wound beads were
gone and were replaced with the
‘smaller seed beads used in em-
broidery work on the Irogquois
.clothing. By 1800, these “seed”
[beads had become so tiny that
they had to be prestrung on fine
Elluead in Eurgpe before éxporting

to " America, = Necldace beads
became increasingly scarce after
1750, being replaced by the seed
beads used in embroidery work.
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. Beids_for Belts

.. Glass .beads w
b "%;:cture m
y'165021 Eewtolorfiil be"lts were}
made using tubular red, “yellow,
and black glass cane beads.
Sometimes these were used with
wampum beads making a belt of
mixed wampum and glass beads.
By the time of the American
‘_ReVolution, ‘wampum beads had
‘become scarcer and were being
‘replaced by the cheaper tubular
white and black glass beads in belt
‘making 5% fea. L
_ Trade beads are lmportant time
arkers for the archeologist and
nstonati';" #Glass beads- re‘i
elahve]y *nnmeroﬁs amj@peaxziy)
‘indestructible in lhe ground The
Ff-apxdly changmg ““bead  styles’
‘resulted in recognizable lypes for

»,-

ggear]y all time periods. " .
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.ROUND RED AND BLACK glass cane bead necklace from Monroe
.Co., N.Y. Middle Historic stage, ca. A.D. 1675-1687.




" Bead collectmg is today one of

. the fastest growing -hobbies.

 Many collectors are just as excited
about acquiring a new bead type
as the Seneca were three and four
hundred years ago.

’"MAN IN THE MOON “wire-
wound blue glass trade bead,
hand-painted in white. One of the
rarest trade beads. From Ontario

‘Co., N.Y. Late Historic Stage, ca._

‘A.D. 1720—1730 (Photo Robert

:Eaton. :Eaton.) _ - : s 4

f‘ round wire-wound Dutch glass bead necklace from Ontario Co., N.Y.

. Late Historic stage. (All photos, unless otherwise noted, by Kurt
Dreas.) ?
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" ABOVE, ROUND AND OVAL wire-wound Dutch glass bead necklace |

. from Ontario Co., N.Y. Late Historic stage, A.D. 1700-1730.




