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ABSTRACT

Since the begirLlinG of thin phase of the Ozette i.rchrleological
Project in i;:,:;,ril, 1970, appr-oxi.nc te Ly 1000 square met er-s of
surface have been sys temata.cal.Ly excavated viith rcsul tant
reeovcry of come 1,600 trade beads f'r-ou thc historic unit.
Of these, all but onc are made of glass; the odd onc
appe8xing to be ~.ade of anber. Ten major v~Iieti8s of
beads are included in the collection. 'lhe beads 2.rC

ca'tegor Lzed according to the l~idd and Kidd system.

I~o.
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More thnn 1,600 trade beads have been recovered from the Ozette

Vill8.Ge Site (45CA24B70) durine thc current excavation period which

began in April, 1970, <.L'1d hQS been corrt Inucd 0~1 a year--ar-ound basis

since then.

During this period, cyprO)~irllD.tely1000 cquar'e meters of the

surface of the north-centrD.l portion of the villc..ge viexe cystcr.18.ticnlly

excavated at least throtl.[:h the hf.s tor'Lc unit. llear'Ly al.L of the beads

in the collection arc from this area. A fevl (about 50) are f'r-om other

parts of the village or from the beach area Lmnedd.c.te Iy adjacent to the

village.

The archaeological investiGation at Ozette Village by DaUGherty

et al indicates that the villace had been occupied on a regular basis

for morc than 1,000 years and W2~S occupied into the early part of the

20th cerrtury ,

The village is locates on the Pacific Cos.s t of the State of

riashington at Cape Alava, the westernmos t point of the cont ernunous

United States. Accordir:g to I.~akahtradition, Ozette was the southern.most

major village of the Idakahs, and \'l8..S an important who.1ing and sealing

station. Archaeological evidence bears this OLJ.t. 'i'he villa.ge extended

from the northern extremity of Cape Alava southerly for nearly a mile

along the beach. Photog.raphs t.aken dur'Lng the l::..tter part of the 19th

century show a concorrtr-atd on of houses at the location currently under

excavation (as well as eLsewhez-e, )

Examination of the photogrnphs LndLcat cs t.hat there 'was a row

of houses close tOGether and p:u'allel to the beach in the late 19th

cerrtury , 'rhis row was broken in one spot in the area excava t cd by what

appears to be a corr8l. A hOl..lfC W2S set b::.ck from the GenernJ. line of the

row at that location. Irif or-mat.Lonprovided. by a :iakah who formerly lived

at Ozette (nora Barkcr ) Lnd.icrrt es ttat Char'La,e Y:ebel'11ardlived at that

10c3.tion. Ed Weberhnrd lived ill the next house to the north, according

to the information proviued. by L:rs. BarLt'r in 1963.

All of the s+r-uccur-eo shown in the old photographs had dLsappeured

by the time the project be!~ml ill 1970 but a few fr:'{Sments of pl.anks ,

boards, posts and fenee ra.ils wer e Loc:, t.cd , Beade cener8.lly wer-e f'ound

in aaeoc Lrrt i.on rd.th the v/OOO. frc.ccent:J; t!1ou..:;J'.bcr.d.s wer-e f'ound awrry from

wood frr![;mcnts and vice versa.
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Distribution of beads and wood fraGments is shown in Figure 1. It
appe2xs that the beads are- concentrated at the house locations with few

recovered from the area believed to have included the "cor-r-al.;!'

The number of bcad s and. the ar ea excavated results in an aver-age

of 1.6 beads per squ:-tre Deter. This does not seem to be an especially

heavy concentration. This c iz-cuns tancc mEW be eX~ih;.ined by the fact that

the village VIaG abandoned in an orderly manne r Viith inhabi tDnts moving nvlay

and trtkir>..e their v"lued pOf!nessions ,,':iay Hi th them. Stories by modern l.akahs

indicate th2,t bead s v.o.xl.d h: .ve been considered among val.ued possessions.

'I'he be ads recovered, therefore, probably v/ou Ld have been those lost

durd.ng occupat.Lon of the vil1::::.ee. f, quantity of rneLted beads hove been

recovered sugcestinr; that t~'!ey miGht have been in a house that burned.

Iie Lted bottles, fused metal and some charred wood recovered tend to bear

this out.

Most common bead in the collection is r ound , blue, of clear glass

and in Ki.dd and Ki.dd l s "sianl.L'' (2-4n:EU) category vzi th 552 individuals

rcprese:1ted. Of the same descriphon but in the "12.rgel1 size (6-10mmf

are 125 Lndavd.due.Ls , Altogether, the spheroid beads number' 947. They

include bead ~~f'r-om 1mm in da amete r up to 20rnmand ar-e f'ound in \.,hito, light

blue, blue, dark blue, blue-creen, green, yellow-creen, yellon, grey-green,

purp.l.e , br-own , liGht br own, pink and bLack , Clear, translucent and opaque

glasses are reprcsp.nted.

Second moat COfillionvariety of bead found at Ozette is the faceted

be ad known Loc a'U y as "Hu~'~~:LCl-.l1tr~~de bcade ," 'I'he se Gcnernll;y are of cle8.r

glass, \:e1'8 D~(lo Cl s:i.::- or· seven-sided cones, and m__ay or nay not have

sevcrru. 1&:,'C1'8 of Gl:~ss. ios t C01',':onof t~-:;.ef~,ccted beads is blue on '.'.'hite

on bLue , cLear C1,'S8 1 nadc from. a six-sided cane ~U1din !~idd and Kf.dd ' s "Lar.je"

s i ze \,ith 119 .i.nd.ivicur.La , i.cx t , rd.t:l 101 individuals Le Vle clear blue beud

os t of t11c~;e (63) ar-e "l::.r~;c", viit:l one "mcd.ium" (4-6ru,,)

and)7 livery l['.T.',-;c" (10-141',i;,). Beads of thc s.irae description, but made of

seven-:Jlclcd canes, number 71, o~.''.'Ihich all but 5 ar o "very large," the bal.ance

being "L--:..T.', 'c." TIle.ck boads (actw~lly an inte:1se, deep red) of clear glass,

six-sided cones, inc Ludo 40 "medi.um" and 51 Itlarce. 11 Other vcr-Le td es include

liGht blue Cl::3,8, green, yellow 8.11dcolorless on Wlli t.e and coLor'Leas on red.

A few exnn. '108 ar e found of blue on \'Ihito on blue on \,/hit.e , None of tr..e beads

m.ide of six-aided C:UlC:Jare as lC~Gc as 'l lrnmwhi Le none made of seven-sided

cancn nr e Gr::n.11cr tian 7r:';;1in di::.r.;cter. Al tocether, thece number 464 spccd ncns ,

In ~ldclit i on to the clear, faceted beads, t;18re arc four beads made of

unfr-ee t.ed canes (six-sided) ;~\';o bl.ack "smal.L'' 8..'1dtwo blue 11medium. "
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Opaque faceted beads, of the type sometimes called "IIudson's Bay trade

beads", total 4: of v/hieh 3 are liGht blue on white and one is blue on Vlhi te.

All are made of seven-sided canes and of "larGe" size.

Red on white tubu.lo.r beads, with a few of br-own or orange outside eolor,

number' 152. 1'his type, known as "Cornal ine d'l,leppo,1I h2.5 125 representatives

of c l ear red eLis'3 on a tr~lslueent w11ite ccnter, of whi.ch 23 are 11srnal.L;" 89

are "med i.um'' and 13 ar e Il;Jx[;e." }.100 important in this ca tegcry are trrans.Lucen t

red on tra,'lslueent \'I~lj.tewith 5 "amal.L;" 10 "medium" and 7 "Large ;"

One "very larco" be ad of the type often called "chevron" is LncLuded

in the collection. 'l'his spec i nen has six f'e.cc te cround at each end.

Other beaus in the co'Ll ec t.i on Lnc Lude several "18.rGc" ye Ll.ow faceted

beads \'Iith spindle shape , some vzith seven-sided cross section and sor.e vzith

eicht. },180 included are several dozen "seed" beads, sane ,"doughnuts" and

sorce "ovnLs , ) Por deta.i.Ls , see 1:able I.

The single bead Vlhieh appears to be made of amber is tabula,:, in shape,

about 20I::.m in diameter, is about <',rID. thick and has 24 fo.eets around t~le thin

edGe.

Possi ble sources for t:1e beads are through trade rli th other Indh<11S,

the fill' trade and general trade in the region. So far, none of the raod ern

residents of t~1e l.lakah Indian Reservataon have offered suggestions 8.S to

where their ancestors obtained beads. Considerable quantities of "old" beads

have been handed down for Generations on the reservation.

The Spanis11 came into the region in the 1770s, followed cLose l.y by

the British, then the AmerLcans , 1\11c Spanish est ab.Izi shed a fort at Neah B,W

in 1792, Y!hich Las tod for only 2. f'cw months. ju,1erical. ju.:risdiction came

to the J:i::l..~Gili territory following t:,c: signing of the Treaty of 1855.

Some questions to be answer-ed include why "Russi an" trnde beads ore

se c[1.l.1ed; with whomt(18 Ozet te Lakah» tr8.ded their fur seal and sea otter

pcI ts , and, of course, the various sources of t~'e beads found at Ozette.
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.-, Figure 1
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! Table I

- Tabulation of glass beads from Ozette Village Site (45CA24B70) 1970-1977
Shape or (after Kidd and Kidd)
no. of -

~ Sides Size Glass Calor Humber in Collection--- --
le 6 S Cleo.r Black 2
le 6 I'll Clear Blue 2
If G M CleOI' Blue 1
If 6 L Clea.t' Blue 63
If 6 VL Clear Blue 37
If 7 L Clear Blue 5
If T VL Clear Blue 66
If 6 1\1 Cle3.r Black 40
If 6 L Clear Bl2.ck 51
If 7 L Clear Green 3
If G 1.1 Clear YelloVl 3
If B L Clee.r Blue 4
If B VI. Clear Blue 50
IIa C S Translucent ;Il-,ite 41
IIa C r,l Translucent ''/hi te 6
IIa C L Trnnsluc(!l1.t ':th:ite 2
IIa C S Clear Blue 2
IIa C rr, Clear R,.ue 1u

IIa C VL Clear Blue 1
IIa C S Tra.'1s1ucent Blue-green 2
IIa C I,I Tra'1:Jll.J_ceTtBll~e-Green 1
IIa C M Clear !"fecl.-b:r:o\rt1 1
IIa C L Clear Br ov.n 1
IIIf 6 1,1 Clear Light Blue on -,/hite 1
III1' 6 L Clear Lignt Blue on ',;"'.:it e 2
_IIIf 7 L Opaque Light Blue on '.-il1i te 3
IIIf 6 L Clear Blue on ',/hi te 9
IIlf 6 VL Clear Blue on \,"hite 1
IIIf 7 L Cler::.r l3lue on \',bi .J..;e 3
1111' 7 L Opaque Blue on '.!lli-~e 1
IIIf 6 L Clea.t' Blue on \111i te on Blue 119
IIIf 7 L Cle::.1' Blue 0).'1',/lJi t.o on Blue 1
IIIf 6 L Clec..r JJt. Blue 0:.1 ".'hite on Blue on ','ihite 1
IIIf 6 L Clec..r Blue on "l1t to Oll :Clue on -,-.11ite 1
IIIf 6 1,1 Clc:;.r Colorlc. f. c; 0'1 ',,11i tc 2
IIIf 6 111 Cle3.T Co Lor'Lc o.. 0'1. i:eu 1
IIDcf 6 VL Opaque CreC:l1 0;1 ',',rl1i t e 0:1 lkd on ;1hite 1
IVa C S Clc:'U' :?()d 011 'J\r:l~:'sLuc en t -'-;hite 23
IVa C M Clc:lr ~~c:d ('\":1 ,'1"'.Dshl_cont"bite 89
IVa C L C'l cn.r ltCll ..n ~~T· ns l .....c. ...llJe ..l,ite 13
IVa. C S '1'1':_n:.:;J ucr.rrt H(.!(i Oil. CJ.()~'.r \/11it e 1
IVa C C' '1'1',l.Y'J.r_~luc en t J1ed on '"U. L\~ 5IJ

IVa C 11 '.L'r8.:1~_;luc cnt Ecd on .111. to 10
IVa C L 'I'r-annLuc cn t :ied on -..,;Ili t c 7
IVe. C S °r·-·cue !led en fJ'~~~Jlsl icen t ',!hite 1
IVa C S '.rr~J.l::;Lr.c C', t r'.:.'ov.n on Clc:cr \'ihito 1
IVa C L Cl('~:.rOntl\:c on r:::'r:.uu::;luccn t mute 2
"lIb n L Clec.r IJi:;htBlue 4
\'IIb n L r1'Y~'.l~slUCC:lt 1:=-~):t Blqe 3
vrlb I\. S Cle~tl.' I31ue 552
YrIb R M Clc~..r ui 'lAC 55
Wlb n L C) C2..r Blue 125
~!o'Ib R VL Clf;':.r Di.uc 26
Wlb H XL Clc~'.X Blue 3
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WIb R M Opaque Blue 2
WIb R L Opaque Blue 12
WIb R L TrWlslucent Blue 1
VlIb R VL Tr· .ne Lucerrt Blue 1
WIb R L Clear D8.I'k Blue 1
':IIb R JJ Clenr Blul!-(3T.een 39
\'!Ib R VL C10o.1' Blue-{~recn 3
\'lIb R H Opaque Blue-Green 1
iHb R L Opo.Ciue Bl\cc-green 3
Y/Ib H S TrD11Glucent Rt.ue-green 2
\'lIb It M 1'r~Jl::;luccY1t D2,lw-Breon 10
\'lIb R L Tr~:n'-ilucent Blue-creen 1
YlIb n S Clear Green 1
V/Ib n L Clec:.r Greon .,
Wlb 11 VL Opaque Green 1
WIb R S 'l'r;:.'.nslucent Green 1
Wlb R S ~rr[;.ns1ucGnt Yo l.Low-gz-e en 4
WIb R L Clear Yellow 2
WIb n L 1'r<:ll1s1uce:'1t Yellow 1
WIb R VL Opaque Grey-green 1
V/lb R VL Cleor Purple 1
YiIb R 1:1 C1e8.T Br'ovzn 1
WIb n L Clear Br ov.n 1
VlIb R VS C'l.cc.r Light Br-own 1
WIb R VS Trruls1uceat Pink 1
\Hb R S Clenr Black 72
\'lIb R S Opaque Black 4
\'lIb R L TrC'•..ns Luoerrt \;'hi t.e 1
\7Ie 0 XL Cle~:J' Blue 1
Wle 0 L Clec:r Blue-Green 8
Wle 0 1.i Opaque Blue-green 2
Wlc 0 l.I Opaque Br own 1
YIId DO VL Clor:x Co10r1e88 1
Wld DO L Clear Yollow 1
\VIa DO VL 81e~:r Yellow 3
\'lId DO F Cleor Blue 3
\'lId DO L CJ.o;-:1' Blue 9
HId DO L Cleer LiGht Blue 1
\'lId DO L CJ.e::;_1.~ Bluc-[';reen 1
WIlf S 7 JJ C10,,_1:' Yo110':: 4
V/IIf S 8 L CJ.o:,].' YolJ.o\'/ 1
YiIlf S ? L Clc[!l' Yello\"i 2
wrrr 5 JJ C'Leru Colo1'le88 1

(t!le follO\;in:::; bend ~';' rc~~;t12,r i" L1:',-, 0 of ambc.r..
1'11. XL C'Ler.t: 13rc":,nish Yellor/ 1

Abbrcvictions: (arter Fiiid 021d ::idd, Vii th modificu.tiol1S markcd'" )

Shape: ·x-n = Burnt Size: ·x·XL = over 14nun diameter
C - Circul~~ VL = 10- 14rJ.lll

DO -- Doughnut, L = 6-10mm
0 = ov-u M = 4-Gmm
R = Round S = 2-4m..1l

-l<S = Spindle VS = 1-2mm
-lC'TA = Tubular
? = nunbcr' of f'lcctF

indotor:±l: GC ( dCUiiilCCd)
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