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smong the most interesting artifects found «t Fort Lurumise
wore hundruds of beads of miny sizes, colors cnd virieties. These
had besn daposited in the basoment of the adobs portion of ths
Sutler's Siore, which w2s erected in 1851, Many were lost cduring
the progress of the work, due to their cmallnsss in sizs, but a
sufTicient nusber were recovered which, I fesl, give us = repre=-
sentative type collection.

¥r, Arthur Joodw:rd, Lirector of Eistory and :nthropology a$
the lss .nzsles County useum in los :nzeles, Salifornia, hﬁs besen
of greut essistunce and I zm very grateful for the time he spant
identifying thess be=d types. There is vary litile writiea dc=ta
avﬂilﬂble concerning beads rozching this ﬂ'rt of the country =nd T
am at & loss to do = grent de=1 more, &% {he present time, th=n to

wish to sirsess

(o

list the types found =t Fort Lzrumie. In doinz =0
the faect thut the d.utes -given =ro not =bsslute znd must be fz2ken us
nore or less eprroxicate until more definite informution czn be h=d.
The following is & list of the types founds

Tyre Feriod
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ube, moetallic pzint insice ;Prer 1235 thru 1500

S0l yound erystul-clesr, eni shood
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bu ,;le eontod w 135 - 31%0D

a1l cormalins 4 .Jlapo moed deul,
tronslueant red exterior 1350 - 1509



Iarze blue beads

Feceiad blue end gresn baads

Lizht blus opagus facetad baads
Translucent arber and blus facoled beads
Round blue boads

Translucent grosa faceted bezds

Black translucent seed bsads, nedium size
Blus trunslucsnt sced beszds, mediun sizs
Zhite saéd beuds, madiun size

Opacus vhite bugle beuds

Bixture, small ssed and fine French mead
beads, pink

French socd bends, cornzline d4* Alleps typs

S5cll tronslucent red barrel-shzzed bezds
Blzeck barrel-shapad be:=d

Yellow opajgus beads

Iizht blue, opague fine seed beads

Frensh sced bouds, light greea

= - = oragus yellow
b i - vhite

= ad e blue

et - Taby red
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green translucend

. . ” opaguse bluok

18437 - 18350
{Genaral Ieriod for
this tyre.)

1850 « 13530
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Prench soed besds, dark bius 1840 « 1835
= - o piuk, white 232 blue sirung
on sinow cord = .
Iignt green sood besds » "
Opague yollow szed besds b -
Translucernt mmber znd yellow ssed bexds - =

Fracment of dontalim shell from Coast of

Korthern Orezon or Dritish Colusbia Probably after 1840
Smell ovate burrel shaped bes Taque
whits Early 1%th, slso

lste 1Bth. eznturies.

¥hite barrel shapad beads Late lsth. ez Jtur -

Small mund bracs bsads Tame in gquite enriy,
It would be moast &ifficult to ztisrpt to exnlain the signifi-
cance of each type bs:d found in such a plagce 23 27 sbendoned eellzr,

If they had been found in smaoller cusntitiss §8 mizht bes fitting to

(o]

offer the expluns=tion thzt they had been lost $hrsugh tks wids crmcks
between the flooring, but tils [ robubly wis not gensrully iho cuse.
Lsgond has £t that at cne time = bezd emse in the post fruder's
slore mas overturned and beads of zll fypes, sizoe end varisiies

want rolling zcross the plank floor, This uicht very w2ll accound

oo

for tha bulk of tho baads found «nd algs indie-te vhich bezds wero

s mors poruler, the loszs porulwr $7pes beins in tho cuce shen 13
wes overturned, This is.omdy 8 sumoosiion hoover. Soxmo 6T 1as
typos of which only tiree or Pour vere fund could huve bosn droprad

-

fron the gurcent of saca Indicm, t$rapor or perhsps o lsdy customar



in the stors building,

Ur. foodw:=rd pointcd out thuat the dbulk of glz=s beads which
cams to this country in the 16%th,, 17tL., 18th, end eurly 1%th,
certuries wers froo the gluss-muking estzblishmenis in Venice,
Italy and that those bozd fuctoriss, in cormon with 211 ths
manufectorics of lurope, were ut th:t time hoze industries, The
earliest beuds copied the 0ld beads found in Egypt and ilssopotcenis,
cte. 7They wers hand-mnde, Bezds rmade in Venice took eon differemd
trade numes cnd in time the mumes wore to becoms essocinted with
certsin ${ypes of bezds reguréless of cize, Tewds wers sxippsd cut
from thosss countries in cartain'm;ssss. This term §s used todzy
in the bead treuca, Tho Czecho-3lovakians in the l1lith. century
also entered in the be.d trude and sxporisd grezt quaniitiss %o
ell pzrts of the world,

The French ssed beud was found in great guentities at Fort

Laramie and ¥y, Woodwnrd's conception is that the French imporied
end used these fine seed beads in greater quantities than elzest
any other nztion, Deads of this f£ype werc importsd into Znzlend
durins the 17th, century for probebls use in the nznufacturs of
knickknaeke, purczes, pictures, etz. The use of the bonds dicd
out zpporently and wss revived during thwe eusrly p:rt of the 15i4.

contury runzins fros cbout 1510 o 1340, ir. Loadward pluces

ths rprobtls dates of 1340 - 1200 on the Freach seed touds &b
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o0 Fopulae ity oo Indian beed wWorkors 3n genased toxmomae of their

emallnzzs In size, 202 of the oxell Frenca co2ed doulds waro

el Tort Toremin thon zoy nther typ? wni $ha rsoaon of this =y

b =an everstosk €us to thelr unpopul=rity. 1L is ontiroly possidls

tiat they were €iscurded. Tho zz@iuz sized bouds of 1350 - 183D

were zppurenily more porular, howsver, the éatas =re not sboolute,

¥rounech czod toeds sre exeoptionclly s:=1l, Dome are not
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h

Yurzer then the hezd of &n ordinary strzizit pin. Sozs ars unusual-

ly round while others show & slight fistizzninz, Jome =re hiz

Iustrous end othsrs dull, They wors mude im =many colors inmsld

udinzg

pinks, ahiae,-buff, bluss, black, greons, Tudby rad, und yellow,.

sunll cornaline €' allepo type with = rod exiesior was found
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grozt nuxmbars, The medium plzed sesd bosd wnd thes Tine sesd doz

woere nlso mads in o varlety of oalors, The lurzor corpzline

lepo truo with dranslucent red axterior of 1530 - 183D nuy
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besn verr populur =nd likewlise tXa block Lrunalicszi, dina Lranslucen
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860, oanazully @ fea yoars laler than the szaller scad Loud.
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flottening of soue of the bznds. Thoy probsbly either wore worn
fl=t b’ conatant ruhbinz or set down while still ip a semi-
colten st=te, “he formsr explan:zticn secme to ha‘&za nost plsus-
itle. thres colors of bands veve found on the strin=: pink, light
blue, snd daxvk hlue, Tha @¢urk blues znd 1 fow plnks waro the
only ones which zppeured te be flut. This sué:aats that the duxk
bluss wnd pinks hud boon rostrucg alonz with the lizhkt dlues =nd
pinks o7 normsl shupe. Thers is stoe reason for this fluttoning
but I £m uasble to explein it definitelye
Gluss tubing with metsllic paint inside, which probably arresse
ed during the latter p-rt of the 19th, century was found in very
graall gquantities, Innsmuch zs thone gppearad quite ;ate they
evidently we-e pOatd1ilit_ry cnd probably wars lost from soms
garnent, purse, or other decorated articls, .11 eight pisces
wsre hexugoral end Eﬁﬁsﬂ“&d 8li %1y ore than cne-eizhth inch in
diumetsr,
Cne a@msll frzsment of shell bead, lentalium Indiznorua, come
mon glong the Cocnst of British Tolumbia or lNoxthern COreson, in
gone o Teacked the e2llur of Yhe futler's Tore. Azcording

to my infor==nt the shcld

W3

rore oricinsidy $refeld Ly e Indinne

pf e Teeifie Jozsi, me Tt a nosth of 'e Tolashiz Hdyvsr Io
: ]

b e IS z 4 2 - - o Pl =
$%es ©F T inlorjoer «ad it %2 4 aiher 4rihes o tis | Is=dna,
“ - £ P 2 - b - 3 = ~ (5 g ]
Ih 2. 3 7 si S P D eas U v C..13 l';l“v.‘- ‘Jl" Di’.’.,u S :‘.‘:IU‘;I C_Ad
I— . ;5 - v cmone el B - W . M ——— TR
hases beon $rdeld od arosed by Toow Indion Lernsipr oaound ine



establisghzent or it rmuoy have besn dropped by a trader or tranper
vho h=d by chznce bscoms 1is possessor, Such shells probably
were nover hzndled by the rost trader., Towover, it is sai2 that
the traders imported the-e shells trd that <%t one tié n bend
manufacturar in Yew York rmade up 2z cuxntity of srurircus dentalla
out ot pin% tnl xhite plastic which were Tuir duplic:tes of the
nitur:l shslls tut were not uccepted by the Indions, This one
tiny frogment found wt Fort Larumle moxsured one-eisuitin ineh in
dismeticsr end ore-guzrisr inch in lensth.

Two sz21]l round bruss busds were screened out =nd ir. Woodwurd
stated that these came in guite early so 1 presume that itens of
this sort were also dropped on tns floor and evenbtually rolled
down 4hrouzh the eracks, It may be that same of the workmen who
dug the old basement might hzvs dropped such items. Both bead§
wers practically trus spheres and were hollow inside. Both

pproximated a quarter-inch diameter, howsver, one wz2s slightly
lurger thun the othar, They could have bﬁen east with holes
for sirinzinzg, howsver the hole in one bend was unevenly cute.

It appzured to hove been forced thmush slter enstinz. The
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rzisht very wall h=va hezn dropoad, also white darrol-shzased beads

of tha Yl-ta 1ath, csntury snd iths 1320%s - 1330'3, or they may

/]

‘Bave bean holdovera and drmpred during o luter poriod, DRoth typo
cculd have bcnn carrind in stock by ths post trader.

The blzoks teke on hues of purpls when held to lighs., They
Ero gensrully abouf ono-olgath inch in dlameter and srproximctsly
thres-sichths of an inch in lengih,

The whitag 2re not true whites hut tend tow:rd a dirty white,
cnd cn ooccusional blend of sen-shiell pink ord buff, ilthouzh they
are of the swme perzr:l ghire snd charocter oa sre the hlacks
one is ocez=icruily found whick is rousd sxnd bﬁz%y. ~n eesusicn=l
ermekls type is found zoongd thes whites, Just what coussed this
erackling is unvrown., It may huve been ihe result of exrsasiown
while the bssd wes 20oYing. I% =ay have been = rezult of sloppi-
ness in techniqgue of the individusl srtis=n or the rolling of the
bead after the sluss h @ hurdencd ¥20 zuchs IY zppssrs that bolh
whites snd blacks wsre rolled on 1ittle gpindles ond sczs of tis
besds lend the sppsaranse of Xnaaded bread-dough in the =zaner
in which 34 Iure over. 1t is tﬁﬁu;ht trat certain rreddstorice

Indien fribso of the Sonthsosicrn Unlisnd S32ins prolvesd 1kis
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One sm=a1l opmgue, =tite ov=is hovrel-shaped Yes@ yv:s found,
ssexincly, Of‘ﬂ caueh fimner 2n2 more delic.te churucter thun the
blueks ond writes just discusasd, It wis less $hen & gusirter-
inch in len:ih und ope-silth inch in diumetsr, Tho s.me tech-
pique seesmed to have bosn used in its nunufacture. Ilr Toodwurd
places a gensrul duting of lute 13th. =nd early 19th. centuries
on this type. . few amall, trunslucent rsd barrsl-shzped beads
with 2 general doting of 1220 - 18560 wers fo:nd:‘ These wore
of thc sama gsneral typs and sizs as the s=ll opague white
ovate barrel-shzped beads.

A fow fzcoted beuds weres found =nd they seenm to fzll in the
later ;criod from 1350 - 1370 and 1850 - 1830, asappureatly this
type was s later devslopment or at least lster arpearinz st
Fort Lixwumie. hey appear in shudes of opmgue blus, translucent
aﬁbor znd zreen., They cpproximate & guurtor-inch dizmeter,
Round blue boads of medium size £:11 ints this s-ne -~snorzl period.

The period for 1 r~o round dbe:ds scams to bs Trom sbout 17340 -

<4
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tion is =0 =mputzesreld 4t iz difficall to .7 exoeddy wedon Lynes

werz imporicd by the posi tr.vexr, :nd thoss ulideh were drosped

PN

from furzentz. I% 48 lozie2l to =ssune, however, thud types

-— &

found 3m precter guanditios were more likely i:e onss “;led by
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the stors., Mr. "oocdward points out that 1% mizht be s2fs to
assure that the be:uds found at ths Sutler's Stors sits st Fort
Lafamie or sny other truding poat sites were those which ware
importad {rox Italy.

llost of the typoss avzilsble at Fort lsrumie have probubly
bsan encounforcd. Very fow ware found at the Officers' Luarters
D site, Probably only scatterad exaimples will be found in subss-
guent excavations, however, Cld Fort John, the originél Far
Tradins Post, nizy produce types not yet encountsred in the event
examinztion of this micleus ¢~ the erchreslosy znd history of

Fort lzramie is ever m-de possible,



