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Chapter 17111

FUROPEAN TRADIE ARTICLES

FRADE GOODS MAY HAVE FOUND Ttk way ixto i the identification of the burials with which iy,
castern Tennessee at a very carly date. In 1673 of them were found. In Chapter T we diseye..,
when Needham and Arthur arvived at the town  the fact that the Cherokee settlement of - ()5,
of the Tomahitans, some ten davs’ travel west of  Jolly was apparently not much carlier than 17%
the Appalachians. they discovered that the Indians—and that the Creeks were reputed to have iy,
living in the eastern Fennessee valley already had there previously. The question I ok so simple
ouns and brass kettles which they had obtained in merely a choice between Creeks and Cherokee,
trade from the Spaniards. There is little question cause most of the burials with which trade g
that the Indians in this arca did receive many items  were associated were not typical ot the Dallas ¢,
of British colonial trade through Indian middlemen  ture, nor were they like the burials from the ki, .
in direct contact with the traders of Carolina and — Cherokee sites of Chote and Ococe. The bur)
Virginia. Mooney commented: in question were bundle reburials which are .
tvpical of any Tennessce culture. There were -
teen bundle reburials consisting of fortv-<c..
individuals. In addition, there were seven natn:
flesh burials accompanied by trade articles i
same type found with the reburials. This suue
that both tvpes of burials date at about the <

Regular trade routes crossed the continent from cast to
west and from north to south, and when the subject has
been fully investigated it will be found that this inter-
tribal commerce was as constant and well recognized a
part of Indian life as is our own railroad traffic today.”

Thus it is impossible to say with any certainty period.
just how early some of the trade articles found on The most important clue to this peri
Hiwassee Island might have reached there. It is  certamn type of glass paste bead inlaid with .
1

likely that most of these objects do not date earlier stripes. \rthur Woodward." who examined i1
than the late 17th or the beginning of the 18th  states:

8 century when the Carolina traders first began trad- L L g - .

. . % . 10 i Specimens of this type are common to late 17th and «

: ing with the Cherokee. \While we do not believe . : o e o e

i 1 he Cl Lee inhabited the island | | 18th century sites, particularly in Virginia, New

4 that the ]?“’ CE ]‘l. ntec _I 1e 1sland at t 1«11.((11 h Pennsylvania, Alabama, Georgia and Tennessee. Vare:

- date, the friendly relationships I)t‘l\\'.ct'll the Chero- ecur in many colors as are indicated in those wheh
kee and the Yuchi on the lower Hiwassee River,  pear in this strand.  Imitations of these beads wer
and possibly the Creeks on Hiwassee Island,might  vived in the early 19th century but are smaller, an!
have facilitated trade with these groups. paste inlay is more on the order of paint than -actual

Farly 18th century trade articles, according o in the glass rod.
Logan® included guns, pistols, bullets, hatchets,

. o Mole 3 ar . AT > e
axes, hoes, knives, swords, heads, cloth and cloth- Glenn Black,” who also examined the

stated his belief that this type of bead was b
Foreg G . e . o e v g nglt
were established by 1717, Bracelets, anklets, seis- traded as carly as 1700, We quote at lens!

ceneral  statement concerning the heads Wi

ing, for which definite rates of exchange in skins

sors, hawk bells, mirrors, ribbons, stockings, salt,

k Mo . 5 -
gunpowder and brass kettles were also insuch Black has made:
orcat demand that often no price wis set fon

them, and 2 trader depended upon his individual

nl

Generally speaking, all o1 the beads in this colleeti

4 remarkable homogencity as to type, origin and tire

initiative i driving a bargam. volvements,  They are all representative of the
Artcles of Furopean trade were not very abun quantities of beads made in Venice dor the prime

dant on hwassce Ishnd, hut ”I('_\ are illl]blll'l:llll customer throughont the world, Trade head patterss

1 Letter of Abrahoam Wl sn Wallioms, 192 op. 24 3% FWoodward, Arthar, 19341, Personad commune (ton
2 Mooney, 1900, o 235 Bluh. Glenn, 1930, Personal ommame e
logan, IXS9 1



FUROPEAN TR

Shed, and those stvles whreh round tavor

) Cro st overy onten became fhest sclla Tom
oo s Jong as acbead tpe was populan, that sty e
B ‘Nv‘.;ni(rl Thi tact accounts tor the long span
) ~over which some ar these heads spread Teas

oo, which prechude the possibility o certainty
act . :

cienment Jor acdate ] o any site producing elass
Some ol <l he

Svles were carried an stock il well upmito the

these heads can obtained and

ntury “
s ol 1yc ssocitions and using as o ende two
this region | Fort St Joseph and Miyami Post] as
o

v represent trade by the

feel rather secure e saving that vour heads
Jritish or Irench, or
“uring a period ending about 17600 Just when it
by 111;»1'0 difficult to say, but T have a feeling that
the sites in question began about 1710-1720. 1
¢ that all of vour bead producing sites arc to he
A< far as the time interval of 1720-1760 is con-
ey, naturally, may not be strictly contempo-
< nor homogencous; vour associations will have to
s of that,
< 1wo opinions, by persons who have made
v ~tudies of trade beads, would scem to in-
. hat the trade beads from Hiwassee Island
. rined during the carly decades of the 18th
aid that the burials with which they were
ol should be considered as having heen in-
por o Jolly's occupation,
cneh trade articles were found with both
1 tlesh and bundle reburials from the sub-
ore mound, Unit 37, all such burials were
“od subsequent to the mound's construction.
mnassociated trade articles from this mound
cnfined to the few inches of present humus
had accumulated above the final building
Thus, it is a legitimate conclusion to state
“Lcconstruction of the mound was completed
totrade contacts of the carly I8th century.
“her corroboration of this conclusion may he
dirom the fact that there were also cight
“orie Dallas burials thar had heen interred
the construction of the mound. \We have
ted these as prelustorie, simcee there were no

arucles with them, and seven ot them were
Pinied by tyvpical Dallas artifacts, s only
‘ nable (o suppose that a1 trade contacts had
,_”I'A“-:“kl articles would have heen present.
o b1 these Tnuiale were pits which cut
Mr‘ig’ljll]«u-l AL the Tase building level s the other
been mterred i the side slope of Phase 2\
.4‘””1‘;18:1}111{.1 _ _ the: Dallas
T, ceased ta exist prior to trade confacts.
tlesh

assume, however. that
;

T sexery figieingil burials, one ot
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which was i the substructure mound. that were
accompanied by trade goods. We have no evidence
to indicate that these were other than Dallas bur-
ils, except for the fact that four were in extended
positions, i contrast to the typical Dallas position
which was partly flexed. On the other hand. Dallas
hurials do oceasionally Tie in a fully extended posi-
Onlyv three of the natural flesh burials were
i a flexed position, but the fact that there were
anv at all weakens the theory that all of the burials
having trade goods were later than the Dallas com-
munitv.  \We conclude, therefore, that the Dallas
community persisted until the carly 18th century.
It further seems likely that Indians from other
arcas had joined the late community because the
custom of hundle reburial is so completely alien
to the Dallas culture as we know it in ecastern
Tennessee. These reburials must have been ap-
proximately contemporaneous with the natural
flesh burials having trade goods; this is based on
the similarity of the accompanying articles of
trade.

The various types of European objects are
shown in Plates 85-88. .Among the beads the
most numerous are the so-called “seed beads™
which occur in blue, green, white, red, yellow and
black., with opaque, translucent and iridescent
variations in most of the colors. The most fre-
quent shade is blue. a tyvpe sometimes called the
“Jamestown™ bead.

There are several variations in the larger sphe-
roid beads. These occur in several shades of blue.
terra cotta red, iridescent black, white and white
inlaid with colored stripes. The red beads in this
eroup are sometimes referred to as “Hudson's
Bav™ beads or “Cornaline de Alleppo.”

Flliptical heads are relatively rare and occur in
blue, white and white inlaid with colored stripes.
There is one string of tubular inlaid beads.

A very popular item of the carly trade period
was the brass bell, variously designated as " Mor-
ris.” UlHawk™ or “Turkey™ belll Iave of the six
examples found on the island are shown in Plates
RODL 87D and 88N\, A1l except one were made of
pressed sheet brass. The other is a heavy, cast
hell marked with the letters WG at one side of
the slot; this is shown in Plate 7B,

Sheet brass ornaments were apparently made
from brass kettles, the gauge of the metal in most
of these objects heing comparable to that contained
in the large portion of a kettle found at the site of
Chote on the Little Tennessee River. The com-
monest objects were conical jinglers as illustrated

ton.



PLATE 86

N BN BN B W focv B

A trade beads with partly flexed burials. B, European metal objects with partly fexed burials



PLATE 87

\. trade beads with ‘ <. B.1 pean metal obieets with bundle reburials



PLATE 88

\, Furopean trade heads and metal chjects with extendad urials. B, iron hoes



