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H.iscoﬂllnnoousi' Artifactn

Blue "0. P." or MRussian® Beads

Three whole bezds and one breken bezd were found.in a test pit near
the cobin uscd for tae field laboratory and cczocing (Plate XVIII, Fige L)e
These beads zre dark blve end are cylindrical. They sach have either six or
seven large facets and twolve or fourteen small facets ground into them. |
The large facels are in the middle of the bead 2nd the small facets are on
each cdge of the bead. Thsre are three sizes prescat in the four beads:

1. Large-=one bezdjueight 1.5 go3; lenzth 11 mme3 diametor of bead
11 mm.3 diamcter of center hole S mm.; thickness of sides 3 mm.3 7 large
facets and 1Y small Zacetso

2. Mcdime=—one whole bead and one broken cne. The whole bead mea=
sured: weight o7 go; length 10 mm.; diameter off beed 10 mm.; diamster of
ceatesr holo & mm.; thickness of sides 2 nme.; 6 largs facets and 12 small
facetse.

3. Small--one bezd; weigat ol ge3 length 8 mm.; diamcter of bead
8 mne; diametér of canter tole 3 mm.; thiclmess of sides 2 mm.; 6 large facets
and 12 small facets.

These beads were identitfied by Arthur Woodward of Altedena, Cali-
fornia. le states that they are called ®0. P.™ or “Russian® beads. They
are made by taking a glass tube end breaiting it into tho desired bead
sizeg. A verying number of facets is Vhen growd on each bead. They range
in coldor from clear, uncoloreg glass through tcpez, green and blue. These
beads were used as necklacss or as fringes on bags, gun cases, and clothing

(Woodward 1959).
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Eluo "0.l." or “"hasziczsa® Besds

A picture in Teit ‘s Thomoson Indians of Eritish Columbia shows

facetted beads of this type (19C2: 384, Fiz. 313).

A ®facetted blue glass bead" was fouad in a woan's grave at Anvik
River in Adaska by De Lagrna (19L7: 138).

Arthur Wosdward, a bead expert of Altcodena, California, reports that
these teadcs came into the Northwest Coast trade in the early nineteenth
.century. The term "Russizn® is a collector's term and actuvally incorrect
because it was born in ignorance of their origin. The Russian fmericen Fur
Company did‘ trade these beads, but they acquired them from iMuranoc.

The large sized tube from which some of these bezads were mace
procuced an inferior bead that was brittle and easily broken. In 1826-1827,
the Indians at Fort Vancouver complained of these beads, the "aqua merine

collierg,™ aand substitutes had to be obtained (Woodward 1959).



PLATE XV Il
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RossiAn  BeADS



