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ago, w lien the present fort of Michillimackinao was transferred from the main land at
the apex of the peninsula of Michigan, to the island bearing this name. On
approaching this site, and before reaching it, my attention was struck by a quantity
of dry, and very white human bones, scattered on the shore: . On landing, it was
perceived that the action of thewaves from the south-west against the pebbly diluvial
plain, had exposed the end of one of these ancient ossuaries, There were bones from
every part of the human body. They were traced to :a trench or vault, on the level
of the plain, where similar remains 'were observed "to rextond. for 'several yards to a
depth of three or four feet. ' In, no instance were the bones of a complete skeleton
found lying together, in their natural position.' . They were laid in promiscuously.
The leg and thigh bouesuppeared vto have been packed or corded: like wood.
The state of the bones denoted a remote antiquity. None but the smaller and
vesicular parts appeared ·to have decayed. The' trees were all of secondary growth,
and the ground had the appearance of once having been cleared. I inquired of an
aged Ottawa Indian, without receiving much light, He said they were. probably of
the era of the human bones found in the caves of the island of Michillimackinao.
Having satisfied my curiosity, I proceeded to the grave-yard, or ancient burial-place
of the former village on the island-c- not a hundred yards distant. Here the interments
had been made in the usual manner, each skeleton 'occupying a separate grave. I
opened several to determine this fact, as well as to verify the era. of the interments.
In one grave there was found a gunlock, and a fire steel, both much oxydated, and
other articles of European manufacture, denoting the palmy times of the fur trade .
Ten years after these examinations, I visited a very celebrated discovery of Indian
ossuaries at Beverly, twelve miles fromDundas, in Canada 'West. This discovery had
been made about 1837; and had produced much speculation in the local papers, and
many visits from antiquaries and curiosity hunters; The site is an elevated beechtree ridge, running froni north tD south. The trees appear to be of the usual age and
mature growth, but standing at considerable distances apart. The ossuaries are formed
invariably across this ridge, and consequently extend from east to west. I examined
a deposit which measured eight feet by forty, and six feet deep. It was an entire
mass of human crania, leg, thigh bones, &c., in the utmost confusion. All ages
and sexes appeared to have been interred together. It appeared to have been laid
bare, and dug 'over for the purpose 'of obtaining the pipes, shells, and other relics with
which it abounded:· Ten or elevendeposits of various sizes existed on the same ridge
of land, but preserving the same direction. These' were: not, however, all equally
disturbed by the spirit of finding, relics, but this spirit had been carried to a very
blamable extent, without eliciting, .80 far as I learned, any accurate or scientific
description of these interments.
Among the articles obtained in the before-mentioned excavations, I insert drawings,
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(Plate 35, Figures 1 and 2,) of the full size of two species of sea-shells, the P. spirata
and P. penersa; four species of antique clay-pipes, (Figures 5 and 6, Plate 8, and
Figures 1 and 3, Plate 9); a worked gorget (Figure 3, Plate 19) of sea-shell, of which
the original nacre of red is not entirely gone; five specimens of curious opaque-colored
enamel beads, (Figures 7, 8,9, 10, and 11, Plate 24) ; three baldrics of bone, (Figures
14, 15, and 16, Plate 24); four of opaque glass twisted, (Figures 12, 13, 14, and 20,
Plate 25) ; eight different sized shell beads, (Figures 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, and 24,
Plate 24,) and eight amulets of red pipe-stone, (Figures 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 9, and 11,
Plate 25); three of shell or bone, (Figures 7, 23, and 25, Plate 25); three of bears'
teeth, (Figures 26, 27, and 28, Plate 25.)
Figures 8, 10, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 21, 22, and 24, Plate 25, are minor specimens of
glass or enamel.
Figures 25 and 26,' Plate 24, are human teeth, used as ornaments.
There is abundant evidence that the practice of forming public ossuaries had been
continued after the arrival of the French in 1608. The shells are such as must have
been derived from traffic with the southern or western Indians.
The pipes are of an
antique and peculiar pattern, and were employed without stems: in this respect they
correspond with the antique pipe from an ancient grave at Thunder Bay, Michigan,
and also, it is thought, with certain pipes mentioned by Professor Dewy as found at
Fort Hill, Genesee Co., N. Y.) The shell beads are of the same kind, precisely, as
those which were discovered in the. Grave Creek Mound, Virginia, as described in the
first volume of the Transactions of the American Ethnological Society. 2 By the
decay of the surface of the shell, which constituted their inner substance, they
appear to be of the same age.
The amulets of red pipe-stone consist of bored square tubes, of the peculiar sedimentary red rock existing at the Coteau des Prairie, in t~e territory of Minnesota;
and are identical, in material, with the cuneiform pieces of this mineral, which were
dug at .the foot of the flag-staff of old Fort Oswego, N. Y.3
. The colored enamel beads are a curious article. No manufacture of this kind is
now known.
Theyare believed to be of European origin, and agree completely with
the beads found in 1817, in antique Indian graves, at Hamburg, Erie Co., N. Y.4
The ancient Indians, before the introduction of European manufactures, formed
baldrics for the body from the hollow bones of the swan and other large birds, or
deers' bones, in links of two or three inches long. These were strung on a belt or
string of sinews or leather.
It is believed that the relics figured are of this kind.
I

) Notes on the Iroquois, p. 205, 2d Edition. E. Pease & Co., Albany, 1847.
2 Kew York, Bartlctt
&, Welford, 1835.
3 Notes 011 the Iroquois, p. 237, 2d Edition.
E. Pease &, Co., Albany, 1847.
• Second Part of Lead Mines of l\Iissouri. N. Y. 1819.
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