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A COMPARATIVE CULTURAL ANALYSIS OF AN INDIAN

BURIAL SITE IN SOUTHEAST JASHINGTON
INTRODUCT ION

At 2 point approximately eight miles upstream from Lewiston and
Clarkston, the 3nake River changes course from generaily north to west. It
continues a westerliy course for a mile and a half, then north again at the
point where Asotin Creek anters. A broad bar is present on the south bank
of this 1§ mile stretch. it is on this alluvial bar that Asotin, the county
seat of Asotin County, has been bullt. The site, 45-A3-9, lles on @ bluff
overlooking and south of the main part of town. The legal description of
the site is: lots 12 :o'zo. block So. Schank and Reed's first addition to
the town of Asotin, Washington, Sectlon 21, Township 10N, Rangs 46E, Clarks-
ton Quadrangle.

The Asotin Creek area lies In the northwest corner of the Tristate
Uplands Section of the Central Mountains Subprovince of the Columbia Inte: -
montane Province (Freeman, et al. 1945:69). This region is characterized by
tava Tlows overlaid with sedimentary deposits and dzep cenyons cutting dovn
re the pre-lave flow granite (Freeman 1950:18).

The Hnass Miver canyon, representing oae of these cuts in the lava
tlow ul toe regicon, ranges from arld trensition prairic and vonoerosa pine
00ds 8l the top, down to the uppar Sonoran life zone on the {loor with a
semi-dzsert type of vagetatios near the river. Daubsimire (1942:65) includes

the upper area in his Agropyron-Poa zone, characterized by bunch grass



TABLE 3

TRADE BEADS OF SITE 45-AsS-9

e T L T S e N S AR 2 I 0 T T S
Number | Road Hole
Bead pescription i1lustrations |pg,rjal of nia. Dia. width
Number| Plate |Figure | Number | Beads | (mn.) | (wn,} | (mm.) |
I [Yer, saall (small seed bead size)
Cornaline d¢'Aleppo none | none 17 3 2 ob !
2 |small (larye seed bead size) Cornaline
d'Aleppo Vil 12 10 2,538 3 ! ‘
3 |Medium smali {(coarse seed size) .
Corvaline diAieppo Vil 13 10 51 & i 2
17 L2
4 | Mediwn (pound bead size) Cornaline
dtAlappo Vil I 1R 21 5 2 3
» | Medium large Cornaline d'Aleppo Vil 5 4 2; 6 1-2 5
io 250
6 | Large Cornaline d'Aleppo vii & I 360 9 2 Hoh
/ | Mediun large and extra wide Cornaline
dialuppo vis 2 8 8 ] 2 6
b | Medium and very wide Cornaline d'Aleppo vii 5 10 18 5 1.5 7
i I
5 | Very smail white seed X 6 1l 2,040 2 oS !
) Smail white seed X 7 17 14 p o9 b5
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TABLE 3--Cont inued

RS

er ca e
Number Plate | Figure |Number | Beads (na.) (mm. ) (mm )
1l | Ltarge white seed X 8 10 3,888 3 ] 2
16 4
17 S
12 | Coaise +hite seed ix $ 10 5,870 b ! 3
16 5
13 | Extra largs coarse white seed viti 2 " 2 5 i b4
14 | white paste Vil 10 10 i 7 2 6
15 Whitu pasta round Vil 6 10 15 0 2 10
16 | Transluceni deep blue round Vil & 10 14 | 10 2 10
I/ | Opaque iight blue 0.P. Vil 9 10 8 7 2 6-7
18 |Transiucent deep blue 0.P. vin 1 10 16 5 2 5-6
15 [White dot overlald with orange and red
dots on angular blue peste Vit 5 10 5 | 10-12 2 i
20 | Translucent deep blue coarse seed Vil 7 10 17 3 | 3
21 | Opajque light biue large seed iX 15 16 & - [ [ 2
17 4
2 |Opaque lignt blue smali seed iIX 16 17 13 Z 5 I
23 |Opaque dusty blue small seed X 12 17 8 2 o 1

41



Bead Description Burial bla. Width
Number Plate | Flgure | Number Beads (wm.) | (om.) {wa )
24 |Opaque black coarse seed ix 18 10 1,882 3 ! 3

|
25 |Opaque light green small seed o i3 it 250 1.5 o5 l
26 |Translucent light green small seed ‘ 1% V>i“ 10 6,347 1.5 o5 i
27 |Translucent dark gresn small seed Vit ih 17 i 1.5 o5 I
28 | Opaque vel!low large seed } 4 7 :g 1,073 2 i }
29 |Opaque tan small seed ®w| N 17 4 | 1.5 .5 |
30 | Opaque tan coarse seed Yigs ] i 107 i 1 3
31 | Opaque pirk smal!l seed X io 10 10,743 1.5 «5 i

7| B
32 | Opaque pink large seed Vi i3 16 1 2.5 i 2
33 |Translucent pale pink Q.P. viee i 1 i =6 3 5
34 | Pink melon Vil 7 17 3| 78 2 6
35 | Pink spiral on white paste vieg 12 10 I 9 2.5 S
36 | Pink en whitas spiral on blue paste ix i 10 R L) & 2 7

111



TABLE 3--Continued

F&mm TSI —— v i e ~ ?ﬁfﬁm@
Bead Description ..L'.!!!&."“ Burlal of Dia. Dia. l width
Number Plate | Figure |Humber  Beads (. ) (wen . ) { (mm.)

37 |wWhite interior translucent red round Vl" 8 10 I 8 2 l
17 I
38 | Smal! round brass Vit 3 ] 2 7 l ’ 6
35 |Center ridged brass Vil S b 7 8 2.5/ 8
8 88 .
10 398 |
0 | same sizec hole round brass Vil 6 10 94 8 4 | 7
T 2 l
41 |Different size hole round brass Vil 10 n 80 | 39 3/4 J| 8
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PLATE X, TRADE BZADS AHU LQUARL RATL.
1. Bead type 36
4. Nalls from burial 10
3. Hall from burial 17
4. Nalls from burial 8
5. MNail from burial g
6. Bead type S
F P T
. = S |
2 " il
10. " o 30
] B w29
12. * "o 23
13.. ™ o 25
e, 28
15, moo2a
6, © W 22
V7. v 28
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PLATE X. TRADE BEAD DECORAT 10N
Detail of beads from burial 10 (types 31 and 26).
Detall of beads from burial 10 (types 2, 5, 11, 38, and 40),
Detail of beads from burial 10 (types 2, 5, 11, and 12).
Early historic Nez Perce dress, front,

garly historic Nez Perce dress, back.
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