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TflURSTON OflNEYUTTEHAGE? MSV 1 TEf ~'iHITNEY

The Thurston 81te is located. on a high r~ravel .JhcJJlderon the
no thwo st cor-ner s.ndadjoining the famei Pr£:..tts i~Gllow glacial
kame ar-oa , Cneid8. Creek from its source in Pet.erbor-o Swamp rushes
d01Jm the wester-n ridge, over Stockbr:'l..dgeFalls and flows south
and east of the Eite~ turns north to flow eventually into One1da
Lake. It la proba.ble that this is the Gnneyuttenage visited by
Van den Bogaert in 1634.

This Ell te wa s selected by the Chenango Chapter for excavation and
stud, in 1<;60. At that time digging arrangements were made w1th
Otis Marshall who alao owns the ad jacent rvtarsDc3.11 ( ;.1unnsville)
sit.e, We have enjoyed the continued 1nte:>est a"ld cooperation of -
Mro Marshall 9ni hIs son Tom Marshall who no~ operates the farmso
Otls Mar3hall h~8 e real concern qbout the ?reservation of Indian
material and wa'3 influential in g?tting iJheHerbert Bigford lo~al
collection into the Colgate Univer-e i ty Muse'lm at Hamil ton•.Th1s
material and inrormatlon has already been used by archeological
researchers an1 will be used to a minor extent in this studyo.

Planned excavation was conducted actively through 1961=1962 and
has continued t) a leaser degree to date. All records were con=
solldated into me and this information ',.,':11bet.he basis of this
reporto Nearly the entire site had been previously dug which made
the present eff)rt difficult •.Our inveat~gation has been limited
by labor supply and un·avorable dry digging seaaons. We have not
found all the p·1yslcal evidence we would have liked as will be
ev1dent in the .accompanyf ng map of'oper ata one , ( Plate 1 )
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THURSTON ONNEYUrrEHAGE? MSV 1
The occupied aX'ea had been tilled for aome t:lme~ In most areas

this tillage rElached the subsoil.. A. cr-r-t.arn amount, of erosion at

the sloping edf;ea of the field had p'Laced an overlay or removed

the occupation mancLe entirely. Ih aome of the hollows the layer

deposi ted was E~ighteen to twenty-four inches in thickness 0 Springs

still emerge in at Leas t two pla.ces about tblrty feet below the

crest, springs 't.hat must have been ample in Ind:1.a.n t.Lmea,

The ai te matertaJ. fi ts well into the gen61'al estirllate of the date

of the village as 1625-1640., Iron axe a , kni VBS and al"tlcles of

scrap bnaas 1'i 1, I there are no gun part s s but ono lead ball was

recovered from a house pit .•. A snuff box cover from a grave bears

the date 16340 The trade beads are styles generally terminating

wIt,hin the ranE;e aet'f'by best author! t~es 0;' tneee art,lcleso

Pottery types C.ro of expected patterns except for a few aberrant

forms which will be described later. A limite::l typology will be

given of glass beads and of pottery rim eherda.

One complete hcune pattern, ( Plate 2 ) fragmente of another, many

isolated s9ct1cnn of stockade lines, a roasting pit, a possible

moat and sca t ter-ed post molde constl tuta the settl€lment featureso

The scattered rOt3t molda evIdence the pr-e se nce of structures over

muech of the ecmmihat level eU'l1m1t ar-ea, Wewer-e aware that there

were a.t least t.wo burial plots adjolming the village but we have

no t yet re-dug them in an attempt to Ioeate remaining gra.ves, if

any. They have bee n known and thoroughly dug in past yearso

(1)Bigford Collection) Colgate University Museum,.HamIlton, N.Y.
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Numh~"" from " On;aj,iia Bean Sequence "
1
'3
1

Bone 'he9~s
Stone d~se be9ds
Clay Rise bean ( Plate )

6 Shell disc beans
1 Met2l nlse oe~ds
1~ Tubul~r shell ( wam~um )
1 Tu~ular eatlinite

20 Small white, milky eore #2
4 Hound. translucent 'blue #7
3 Flus}l~eye,two on whlte backgro'JYld ff11
1 OV3:1• ., OD~fJuebl&lek #12
? OV:il.,OB20ue ll>ul-..le blue #1'3
1 LOTlP' oyal~ w'Dlth white s.•irsls #1'5
A Star b~a~8 #16
2 Ov~l, brick red with three blue eentered

white str1.es P22
1 Oval, ei?ht reo stri~es on ~rey background #32
1 r.J~rf!'eoval, eandy striltes" six hlue striDeseo~eo with white on red back~roun~ #33
CS Boun"', aTl'!~ll , O.80ue ~lue ft.,,>

In ~oun~~ soli~ rea '36
1 Sm&ll roun~" six s.lmon stri.e~ on white #)8
1 Ov~lj tr~nslucent hlue #40
1 Oval" onsque b19ck '41
1 Fls'cteneri, osaque whi te~43
1 Ov~l, tran81uc~nt "r~en with thr~~ brown

striwes _ #45
1 'l1ounrl, tl":fiI11s1uc~nt hlue with four white

strines ~n~6
?O OVG1, on::iQue hlue with three whit~ striJ)es #47
1 r.~r~:eoval , six \'1hlte6tri~es ~lternatinp' \iith

3 ix YI..1.1ow strines s~msr2ten by 1Jurnle9
rer'a core rinp-'e~with whit~ #49

2 s:'uhulZli'~ orsaque white cane ,f50
4 ~u~ular, onaque red C9ne PS2
4 Buttons, b19ck with metal eye #53
1 Round, reN with black ccr~ n~O
1 Tubular, o~9que blue cane #82

(1) Prett 7 P~ter' p. !_.Qn~J.J!!i-1tQ'1.UoJ:.§..wGlas§....Trgele Be!,g Sequence
_.1.~li::.l?!t~_Fort S-'(;anw1x Museum, rloflte, h'Y19~1


