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ARGHAEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS IN THE YUCATPA VALLEY

Fredevric Hicks

The Yﬁﬁalpa Valley énd the Excavations

e fertile Yacalpa Valley, a small eastern extension of the lar-

ger San Permardino Valley, has yieldeq'abundant.evidence of Indien

occupsticn from very early timss to the present éentury. Within the

les% two decades, much material has been recovered, but a variety of
circuzstances hés prevented its: publication, This report will deséribe

es much of this méte;ial as possible, and attempt to point out its rela-
ticns to other Scuthern Celifornia sites, with emphosis on these in the
Sen Perperdino Mountains end v:.cm*tya The bulk of the maé%rial which ﬁas

.

teen recovered from Yucaipa is of the lets prehistoric peried, but some

cf it 18 earlier, and there are indications that additionel excavation

(]

culd provide a good record of culture change from very early times to

—

the hictoric pericd. Tt is to bo hoped that the publication of the re-

ok

\

sults of the investigations mede so far will not deter others from

..dOLn’ ed g*tlonal work at the 51te°

u . i
In addition to surface collecting, excavaticns were conducted in

1947 bty Dr, Gerald A, Smith at a sits near the center of the valley.

Duriug the rext two years, excavation at this site was continued by

students under the directicn of DPr, Gilbert Becler of Redlands Univer=-

sity, Dr. Smith has kindly placed the material gathered by him end others

at ry dispeogal, erd thke report to follow is bhnug primarily on this




C

it naterial, fp?ItCthlOﬂ shole also be expressed to Dr, Charleg Rozalre, of
i :

the Southrest Muscun in Ics Angeles, through whosa

t! . mugevn were examined, 5
g
{

The site consists essentially of two parts

ecaistance collectlons in

3 (1) en area on a low rise

e;*ordlrg a view of the lewer pert of uhe valleyy this was principally on

the land of Charies Simpson, and proﬂured materlal mostly of late prehisto-

ric date, (2) en arca on a high kneil on the property of Jcha Greven; edjoi-
‘_\—

B

ning eand overlooking the Simpson land, where surface material was for the

most pert earlier

Benedict (L0~A 368), Frosker (19252 617 and Pia te 57), and Strong

(19292 8) clearly dcmonstrate that the Yucaipa Velley was cccopied by ths

Serrenc at the time of the earliest Europeen contact, The Serrano, like

e

rany other Scuthernm California Shoshonean

)

tribes,

were divided into a num-

ber of lccel groups, probably lineeges, each cf which claimed possession

¢l & particulzar region or the most valued lends within it, In such locations

they lived for mest of the year, meking occesional excursions to other areas

—

vaere perticular foods, such es pinon nuus, were ssasorally abundant, Both

Darvad e ok - ‘_‘- .
Benedict end Strong ind icate that only one such lecal group o"cuplcd the

1Ucuivn Valley (an°dlct 19&4° 368; Strong, 19293 11), The pr&clse loca-

tioxs of the settlements cannot® be dete”mlned from historic gources o how=

ever, Caballeria (1902: 39, 46), who 1ists Yucsipa as oae of six Tndisn

<

rerichariss in *he Sen Permsrdino Valley during mission times, apparently

h=d access to nission records| which ney have provided such infermation, but

these have since been lost (Beattie, 195132
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The Yucaipa Velley is cue of the most fertile and prcductive parts
of the old Serreno tefritoryy end it may be expected to have supported en
. 7 il L
rusunlly largs pepulation. This is, in fact, indicated by Besedict (19243

368), who states that enly hers and in the Moronge Valley ceuld "more than

a stell number of femilies® bs supperted in a single lacal group, The vale

.ley is erecleosed by hills and canyons on the north, east, and south, and

cpaus into the San Permewdino Vailey on the west, It is a broad, gently

(o g

sleping basing its lewsst part being in the west, a wegion lmowm teday es

m

Duw:"»vp Aoreg, This wos a mershy plsce in sboriginal tirmes, where water was

the .rincipal stream flewing intc Dunlap Acres,; is e lew ridge overleeldng

3
s

his marchy erez,

ces of Pre-Burcpean setilement have been reported all

- .

dzz. The Slmpson preperiy, on which the principal excavaticns

eleng this r

Ve

o
]

vere rade, is lccated on one of the lower parts of thls ridge, very clssa
to a srall stream; with a ‘good view of the lowest part of the velley, Ad-
diticzal material, much of i{ epparently earlier in date, was fourd en the

kuell everleoldng the Simpson lsnd, hereafter referred to as the Greven

Imoll.

Ixcavations made by Smith in 1947 consisted of one leng trenchy 5 by

25 feety, and three smaller test pits, all on the Simpscn prepsriy. The

=
Hn

11 in these excavations, in contrast to that from the Greven kioll and

.

en explered area to the south; is dark, and contains many fragments of
S

brehken and burned aninsl bone, as well as sicne chips and cthsr cultural

cbris, In all trenches, a layer of stones was encountercd several irches

L

bzlew the surfoce, a situalion also present at Dsep Creek, a sile oa the

T . =

rorch side of the mountains, The site appears to have been one of the prin-
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Fig. 6. a, b, serapers, c, d, rocks with flat smobthcd areas; d may
have been used as a knife, a, pottery rim sherds; nurbers refer to pottery
type. f, glass beads, '
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>y : . | p Pigments
The cellections coﬁtain several largc pieces of bsilemelana,_a hydreus
oilde of manganese believed by Snith (1954, 1955) to have been used to
‘ebtaln a black pigment. The speclmens frem Yucaipa shew signs ef having_
been rubbed, which teﬁds ta suppert tbé evidence csomplled by Smith (1954)

- regarding their use,
Objects ef Nen-Indien Manufacture
B PR Gless beads, china fragmenis, and seme metal pieces were found en the

surface and apparcntiy elso in the upper lavels of the excavatlons. These weré
found on property across the street, south of the Simpson property. . .

Four glass beads, of a type commen in beth the United States and

Hciicq in the miderineteenth century and slightly earlier are in the cel-
lectiens (identified by Clement W. Meighan), They are of blue glass, hexa-

1 ' genal and tubular, with bevelling predﬁcing facets at the edges,

Blus and white china'fragﬁcnts, p?ebably nineteenth century styles,

were found, ds well as sens mere recent pieces,

Eetal echcts include thres iren nails, a spent .22 cal, bullet, and a

s I o 2535

plece of cepper cartridge shell

2 &

Sumnary ef Yucaipa Valley Culture

Ths earliest perieds at Yucaipa can be swmmarized briefly, The evi=

dence fer an gécupétion antedating the late prehistoric herizen is as

fellowss




